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INTRODUCTION
 JAKARTA – On Thursday, 18 February 2016, The Habibie Center hosted the 31st Talking ASEAN public dialogue titled “Countering ISIS in Southeast Asia” at The Habibie Center Building in Jakarta. This edition of Talking ASEAN was moderated by Muhamad Arif (Researcher, ASEAN Studies Program, The Habibie Center) and featured an expert panel made up of Prof. Indria Samego (Member of Board of Experts at The Habibie Center), Robi Sugara (Counter-Terrorism Analyst, Executive Director of the Indonesian Muslim Crisis Center) and A. Ibrahim Almuttaqi (Head of ASEAN Studies Program, The Habibie Center).
 The objectives of this Talking ASEAN were to: (a) assess the threats from the growing presence of ISIS in Indonesia and Southeast Asia in general; (b) assess national and regional capacity to counter ISIS-linked terrorist threats; and (c) explore national and regional challenges and opportunities to counter ISIS-linked terrorist threats.
 This discussion report summarizes the key points of each speaker, as well as the question and answer session that followed.
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 Prof. Samego, as the first to speak, presented his view on the linkages of radicalism, terrorism and politics. He explained that in the past, terrorism came from two main sources in Indonesia: the right wing (associated with Islamic group) and the left wing (associated with communism). These forms of terrorism were “created” by the New Order in order to put society under control and to justify Soeharto’s supremacy.
 After Reformasi, everybody is guaranteed the right to expression and freedom of association. However, according to Prof. Samego, the state of contemporary Indonesia – post-Reformasi – presents more opportunities that facilitate the growth of extreme ideologies and terrorist acts. He noted that while terrorism used to be conducted/supported by the state and state actors –nowadays it was done by non-state actors claiming to act in the name of Allah (God) and carrying out “Jihad” (holy war).
 Prof. Samego identified that such actions was being motivated by the search for identity and the group’s goal to enforce an ideology as well as their anti-Westernization attitude as part of the reasons behind their actions. Prof. Samego elaborated further that there are two instruments for such groups to promote their ideas. The first instrument
 is using the soft approach such as persuasion and influence to transform an individual’s thinking into radical ideology. The second approach is articulated through other means that create extreme fear, such as killing and bombing.
 In terms of gaining political resources, these groups also have similar strategies. The soft power is utilized to earn new resources through their charismatic leaders, money offerings and ideology. At the same time, they also make use of guns and bombs. They are also able to achieve some political resources by exploiting the poor structural conditions in the society: poverty, low educated society, a lawless state and injustice situation among the undeveloped community.
 Prof. Samego further emphasized that positive development in certain areas will help minimize the expansion of terrorism. At the internal level, it is important to take into account the socio-political and socio-economic harmony. The level of state development will also be a major contributor to determine the rate of terrorism expansion. At the international level, relations among countries would bring more benefit to the global counter-terrorism effort.
 At the end of his presentation, Prof. Samego concluded that basically radicalism is part of pluralism, which is categorized as one of the human political rights and constitutionally guaranteed by the state. Therefore, it is important to make sure that the effort to counter radicalism/terrorism do not interfere or injure the very existence of democracy.
 Prof. Indria Samego
 SPEAKERS’ PRESENTATION
 Prof. Indria Samego - Member of Board of Experts at The Habibie Center
 “Extremist groups have been able to achieve some political resources by exploiting the poor structural conditions in the society: poverty, low educated society, a lawless state and injustice situation among the undeveloped community.”
 - Prof. Indria Samego -
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 SPEAKERS’ PRESENTATION
 Robi Sugara
 Robi Sugara - Counter-Terrorism Analyst, Executive Director of the Indonesian Muslim Crisis Center
 “Extremist groups have exposed the current state of their Muslim brothers and sisters’ suffering in Syria, Afghanistan or Iraq. This strategy creates a certain sense of urgency among vulnerable individuals to join Jihadist groups and fight in the name of Islam.”
 - Robi Sugara -
 Mr. Sugara began by explaining his scope of work and how it relates to the issue discussed in the ‘Talking ASEAN’ public dialogue. He explained that the Indonesian Muslim Crisis Center focuses on countering extremism by articulating this narrative through comics and social media. He saw extremism as a growing disease therefore he uses his community as a hospital to treat the symptoms.
 He went on by identifying the roots of the growing extremism in Indonesia. He saw that many people have put Islamic teaching as their first guidance in life. Everything unrelated to Islamic practice must be replaced, according to this view. Therefore, these people think that nationalism should be reconsidered, since it caused the collapse of the Islamic caliphate.
 Mr. Sugara further explored the debate between Indonesia’s Pancasila (state ideology) principle and Islamic teaching by exploring a recent clash in Medan last January. The incident saw the Pemuda Pancasila group clash with Ikatan Pemuda Karya group and caused two people to die. However, unlike the frequent FPI fiasco, this clash did not result in any huge criticism or public discourse. Mr. Sugara suggested that people’s ignorant towards Pancasila has contributed to this indifferent reaction.
 Meanwhile, when fundamentalist groups started a riot, many people will criticize and complain as they believed that Islam is suppose to bring peace and tolerance.
 On the next part of his presentation, Mr. Sugara discussed the narrative used by the extremist group to recruit new members. They exposed the current state of their Muslim brothers and sisters’ suffering in Syria, Afghanistan or Iraq. This strategy created a certain sense of urgency among vulnerable individuals to join Jihadist groups and fight in the name of Islam for their suffering Muslim brothers and sisters.
 Mr. Sugara emphasized that in order to respond to this basic radicalization, it is important to teach the basic understanding through civic education at school and university. However the smallest contribution that we can make is to first countering any type of negative narration out there. He ended by stating that when most of the circulated narrative has the tendency to spread hatred, then radicalization is going to be easy to create.
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 A. Ibrahim Almuttaqi - Head of ASEAN Studies Program, The Habibie Center
 A. Ibrahim Almuttaqi
 SPEAKERS’ PRESENTATION
 “It is important for ASEAN to ensure a common approach to countering terrorism that takes into account regional mechanisms, and avoids narrow national interests or political concerns.”
 - A. Ibrahim Almuttaqi -
 The last one to speak was Mr. Almuttaqi who put more focus on counter-terrorism efforts conducted within the ASEAN framework. He argued that the region has actually faced the threat of terrorism for many years and as such ISIS was not a new threat for ASEAN. In Thailand for instance, the insurgency in the southern region of Patani has led to the deaths of over 3,500 civilians since 2004. Not to mention Indonesia with its Bali bombings of 2002 and 2005 and the Jakarta bombing of 2003, 2004 and 2009.
 He went on to say that ASEAN as a regional organization has made a number of efforts to counter such terrorist threats. Even four years prior to the 9/11 attack, ASEAN had initiated the ASEAN Declaration on Transnational Crime 1997 in order to expand the “scope of Member Countries’ efforts against transnational crime such as terrorism.” Since then, ASEAN has created many initiatives to counter the threats. However, Mr. Almuttaqi pointed out that the most recent effort, namely the 2015 Special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Rise of Radicalization and Violent Extremism was not disclosed to the public. For example it was shown that information on the meeting could not be found on the ASEAN website. As such, it called into question the seriousness of ASEAN’s commitment in countering terrorist threats.
 Despite ASEAN past and current efforts, Mr. Almuttaqi believed that there were still many challenges that remain, which limit what ASEAN can actually do at the regional level to counter such terrorist threat. This includes, the lack of regional mindset when it comes to addressing terrorism, the lack of political will or the tendency to emphasizenational sovereignty concerns and the different approaches to addressing terrorism among ASEAN member-states.
 At the end of the presentation, he concluded by emphasizing that the effort to tackle the growing presence of ISIS should not be separated from its efforts to counter the decades-long terrorist threat facing the Southeast Asian region. Despite ASEAN efforts to counter such terrorist threats, it should learn from past shortcomings and failures in order to best address the threat of ISIS. Particularly, it is important for ASEAN to ensure a common approach to countering terrorism that takes into account regional mechanisms, and avoids narrow national interests or political concerns.

Page 6
                        

Muhamad Arif - Researcher of ASEAN Studies Program, The Habibie Center
 4
 Q&A SESSION
 Comment No.1
 Regarding the efforts done by the Indonesian Muslim Crisis Center, how to formulate the so-called counter-narrative?
 Robi Sugara
 We use public figures or popular social media accounts to promote peace content. Internet is like a mall. If we produce more positive content, people will have no choice but to consume them. We would like to make more positive options available out there.
 Comment No.2
 The Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak at the UN General Assembly last October had announced the Global Movement of Moderates. This is such a unique movement as it is being held independently, gathering the voices of moderate Muslim to be heard.
 Ibrahim Almuttaqi
 We could not be more supportive towards such initiatives such as the Global Movement of Moderates. It is important for the silent majority in the region to have some platform and speak out against radicals and extremists.
 The US-ASEAN Summit at Sunnylands had also brought the importance of the topic at the ASEAN and US level. As we all know President Joko Widodo was invited to chair a session on terrorism.
 Comment No.3
 To Prof. Samego, could you please elaborate more about the purification of Islam? As for Mr. Robi Sugara, I would like to ask do you have any support from the authorities towards your initiatives. Lastly to Mr. Almuttaqi, as well know ASEAN is not a supranational body like the European Union. It seems to me that the issue of terrorism is not as attractive when compared to the attention paid to the ASEAN Economic Community. How can we make the threat of ISIS a more important issue for ASEAN?
 Prof. Indria Samego
 One of Indonesia’s most prominent figures, Abdurrahman Wahid was a moderate Muslims and he welcomed the existence of many types of Islamic schools. For example, Ahmaddiyah and other groups considered to fall outside of the Islamic mainstream have long existed since the Soeharto era. The problem is that many ulama (Islamic scholars) teach by using Kafaa (the comprehensive implementation of Islamic teaching) perspectives. This is a major homework for us to create a pluralist society in this country by appreciating the differences.
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 Q&A SESSION
 Robi Sugara
 There is no support from the government on funding and we continue our independency on this one. In regards to the growing negative narrative, we are trying to counter it by duplicating what they have done.
 Ibrahim Almuttaqi
 The intergovernmental nature of ASEAN is one of the major reasons why this Association is kind of limited on what it can actually do. However I would disagree that ASEAN does not pay enough attention to ISIS. The Jakarta terror has raised the issue at the regional level. As an intergovernmental body, ASEAN’s agenda is determined by whichever country holds the ASEAN Chairmanship. With Laos being the Chair this year, we would think that terrorism will be of little concern for the country. However, for sure the recent attack in Jakarta will have forced the region to take this issue seriously and it has emerged as a pressing issue for everyone.
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