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 Palladio and the P1
 What do you know? ➔ When did Andrea Palladio live?
 Make a list of his contemporaries
 and their masterpieces.
 01
 1 Palladio and his times
 2 Palladio and his villas3 Look closer: analysis of a work
 of architecture
 4 Artistic journey through time and space
 Expansion
 Andrea Palladio,
 Church of
 San Giorgio
 Maggiore,
 Venice.
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lesson1
 module
 1
 7
 the Palladian Style
 PalladioPalladio’s birth in Padua
 in 1508 was perfectly placed
 and timed. He grew up in the midst
 of one of the most creative periods in
 the history of architecture; not at the
 centre of things, where he might have
 become just another member of the
 Roman or Florentine school, but in
 the one area outside that centre where
 a Golden Age was in the making,
 the Republic of Venice”.
 James Ackerman, Palladio, Penguin Books, London 1966
 Time and place are
 fundamental elements
 to comprehend the work
 and personality of Andrea Palladio
 (1508-1580). His work is
 inseparable from the cultural
 context of the High Renaissance
 in Italy, as well as from the
 economical and social changes that
 occurred in the Venetian area
 in the late 15th century.
 Name: Andrea Palladio
 Original name: Andrea di
 Pietro della Gondola
 Born: 30th November, 1508, Padua
 Died: 19th August, 1580, Vicenza
 Biography: After his apprenticeship to a sculptor in Padua, Palladio moved to nearby Vicenza at the age of 16 and enrolled in the Vicentine guild of stonemasons. It was probably while he was working as a mason at the Cricoli villa, in 1538, that he met Gian Giorgio Trissino, a patron who arranged his Humanist education and introduced him to a wide circle of patrons in Vicenza, Padua, and Venice. Palladio probably designed his first villa, Villa Godi, in the late 1530s and soon after, in 1541, followed Trissino to Rome for his first visit to the city. There he began measuring the ancient Roman antiquities and came into contact with many of the protagonists of the High Renaissance style. During the 1550s Palladio’s activity focused on villas, a series of masterpieces which included Villa Capra (La Rotonda) near Vicenza, Villa Cornaro in Piombino
 Dese, Villa Barbaro in Maser and Villa Emo in Fanzolo. In the 1560s he began his Venetian career with the Church of San Giorgio Maggiore, followed by many other important works, such as the Church of Redentore in Giudecca. During his life Palladio also published two books of immense popularity. The first one, The Antiquities of Rome (1554), was used as a guidebook for the classical ruins of Rome for the following three centuries. The second one, The Four Books of Architecture (1570), incorporated many engravings drawn from his own design works. Translated into every European language, it built the basis for the spread of Palladianism.
 Andrea Palladio, Villa Godi, Vicenza.
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